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PURPOSE OF STUDY

The Tomball Livable Centers Downtown Plan is a partnership between the Houston-Galveston Area
Council (H-GAC) and the City of Tomball, Texas for developing Livable Centers recommendations,
infrastructure improvements, and urban design solutions for Downtown Tomball. HNTB Corporation
serves as the lead project consultant for the study. Additionally, a public advisory committee essential
to the success of the plan was developed to provide vital input and feedback to the team and project
process.

The Downtown Plan builds upon mobility improvements identified in the FM 2920 Access Management
Study completed in November 2008. The purpose of the FM 2920 Access Management Study was
to identify transportation measures to improve public safety and traffic flow, reduce motorist delay,
enhance air quality, and improve pedestrian and bicycle access. The Access Management Study provides
the basis for the Livable Centers Study with regard to traffic management, including, but not limited
to, driveway consolidations, traffic channelization, and an alternate east-west corridor to relieve traffic
congestion on Main Street. The plans working together will bring increased mobility and safety while
preserving, promoting and enhancing the downtown area.

Downtown Tomball area improvements include removing FM 2920 on-street parking and providing off-
street parking on adjacent streets with adequate signage, introducing raised medians and left turn
lanes along FM 2920, widening and improving sidewalks and alternate bike routes throughout Tomball,
updating traffic lights and improving -

parallel east-west facilities, including
extending Medical Complex both east
and west to provide connections to FM
2920 along with a grade separation at
SH 249 and the railroad track.

PROJECT SCOPE

The study consists of a preliminary
inventory analysis, needs assessment,
community visioning workshop, urban
design framework plan, community
framework workshop, urban design
guidelines, and implementation
strategies.

LIVABLE CENTERS

H-GAC has developed a plan to bring
together land use and transportation
through a three-pronged coordination Source H-GAC

strategy that employs the creation of bicycle and pedestrian friendly Centers, establishment of better
Connections between the centers, and designs based on the Context of the surrounding land uses. A
“Livable Centers" project category has been created in the Transportation Improvement Program both
planning and implementation of Livable Centers projects. Centers are places with a concentration of
workplaces, shopping, entertainment, and/or housing. Clustering these activities creates opportunities
for walking, bicycling, and transit trips, thus reducing the need for car travel. The goal of the Livable
Centers strategy is to improve access, while reducing the need for single-occupant vehicles. Through
a concentration and a mix of land uses, Livable Centers allow for greater accessibility by a variety of

transportation modes, including walking, bicycling, and transit.

3Cs APPROACH

A mix of destinations are clustered and can be accessed by vehicle, transit
or pedestrian/bicyclist.

Source H-GAC
PROJECT GOALS

(Mission Statement, as defined through the advisory committee and public community workshop)

Develop the downtown public realm to preserve, promote, and enhance the Tomball

“sense of place" as the identifiable physical, social, and cultural heart of Tomball. )

Preserve the eclectic and historic main street classic “Americana” character of the commercial
downtown and the historical small town atmosphere of the residential neighborhood.

Promote a diverse and balanced mixed-use, commercial retail “work, live, shop, and play"” pedestrian-
oriented downtown environment.

Enhance the collective sense of community pride and heart in the social interaction, celebrations,
gatherings, and traditions that define the identity and character of the Tomball community.

Objectives:
* Develop the Depot / Open Space plaza into “The Downtown Destination,” as an active multi-use

event and gathering space, a public park in the heart of downtown, and a cultural platform to
celebrate the history and tradition of Tomball.

® Develop a hierarchy of streetscape enhancements and pedestrian linkages that properly define
and connect the main street corridor, commercial zones, community and civic spaces, and
residential neighborhoods.

* Develop a combination of clearly visible and accessible public open-lot, on-street parking and
retail loading options that are properly scaled to the downtown environment, providing clear
pedestrian access to adjacent streetscape.

September 2009
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O1 Introduction

HISTORY

Downtown Tomball can draw its history back to three
primary economic growth periods. Like most of rural
south Texas, its beginning centered on agriculture.
This railroad period helped the town develop along
the tracks of the Trinity and Brazos Valley Railroad.
Founded in 1906, the town of Peck began to develop
around the railroad, which reflected the architecture
of this time. With the expansion of railroad services,
supporting business developed on Main and Elm
Streets. The town was renamed to Tomball in late
1907 after former United States Congressman,
Thomas Henry Ball, Jr. for using his influence to bring
the railway through the city.

In 1933 the next period was brought in with the
discovery of a massive oil field. Humble Oil Company
was one of the leaders in the rapid development of
Tomball. This development boom brought with it
many civic improvements such as paved streets,
sidewalks, and recreational amenities. This rapid
development put Tomball, Texas on the national map
as "Oil Town, USA".

Tomball's proximity to the Houston metroplex
continues to be a predominant growth factor for the
community. This growth started to directly affect the
town in1950 when the Tomball Parkway and FM 2920
expansion linked the town directly to Houston.

Tomball has both the unique challenge and
opportunity to preserve and promote its distinct
history and identity. Whereas many suburban
communities seek to invent a created "sense
of place” and in so, detract from any authentic
placemaking, the preservation and enhancement of
Downtown Tomball offers a proactive opportunity
to preserve and enhance the physical, social, and
cultural character of Tomball's unigue small town
and historic character.
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PROJECT CONTEXT

The City of Tomball is located in southeastern Texas along State Highway 249, approximately 28
miles northwest of downtown Houston. The City of Tomball has experienced continuous growth
since 1990 and has grown from a population of 6,475 in 1990 to an estimated 11,531in 2007. Tomball
has an estimated area of approximately 10.2 square miles and has become a commercial center for
a large portion of Houston's rapidly growing northwest quadrant.

On February 4, 2008 the City of Tomball adopted its first zoning ordinance and land use map. The
adoption of the zoning ordinance and the desire of the City to have a well-planned, sustainable
community that reflects common goals and objectives, have caused the City to pursue its first
Comprehensive Plan. This Comprehensive Plan is anticipated to be completed by December

2009.

s
ol
i

DOWNTOWN PLAN FOCUS AREA

CITY CORE ADJACENCY

LEGEND : ALy ARy SO
Tomball City Limits ot T
[ Education

[T Parks
[T Municipal
Hospital
\_.f"f‘ i Y
@ 0 1,000 2,000 4,000 )
- — e
Figure 1.1
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I Religous
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N Industrial
W Parks

Figuré1.'2

The city core adjacency is primarily a suburban residential mix along the FM 2920 commercial
corridor. Various educational and civic, as well the Tomball Regional Medical Center, are within
close proximity to the Downtown focus area. The Downtown focus area, comprised of a roughly
four block by four block area, serves as the Downtown Study Area (fig1.3). The study area, bounded
by Houston Street to the north, Fannin Street to the south, Pine Street to the west, and Burlington
Northern Santa Fe Railroad to the east, shares the unigue character and conditions of the historic
Main Street and downtown urban core.
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DOWNTOWN STUDY AREA

KEY Business / Facility

First Baptist Church of Tomball
Parking for Tomball Bible Church
Agency Signs
. Internal Medicine, Dr. Amy Ciborowski
AT&T
Needle & Thread
El Chipotle Casero
David Mercer
Bowden Realty Group
Sally Fisher Custom Frames
Personal Training Studio
Certified Public Accountant, David L. Merritt
. Klein's Antique’s
Texas Department of Public Safety (Old City Hall)
. Pilgrim’s Law Office
Le Gourmet Bistro
Metals & Twigs
1. Tomball Furniture
12, Suzanna’s
Whistle Stop Tea Room
Renewed Reflections
13. A+ Radiator
Just Passing Thru Antiques
Windows to the Past
Home Hearth Holidays
KV Quilters
Otto's Emporium
Bob's Wild West
14. Pelguria-Emma’s Hair Salon
Logo Smart
Team Resale Shop
15. AA Metropolitan Publishing Co.
Soo Bahk Do Karate
Iglesia Tallerde Alfarero
At Home Furniture & Appliances
Scott R. Wiley State Farm

cuAwN S

So®N

Old Town / Mixed-Use (OT/MU) Zoning
LEGEND |and Uses

16.

17.

18.

19,

Relics by the Railroad
Charlotte's Saddlery

Elite Antique

Lighthouse Chocolates

South Texas Coffee Company
Linda's Dog & Cat Grooming
Joe's Barber & Style Salon
Global & Company Real Estate
St. Timothy's Anglican Church
Yerberia Sta. Lucia

Austen’s Motorcycle Shop
West Main Veterinary Clinic
Da Vinci's Gallery

The Little Pet Corner

Just Scrubs

Our Lady of the Angel Books
Tomball ISD

Coats Jewellers

20. Main Street Crossing

21

Linda Morgen's Unigue Interiors
Houston Shoe Hospital
City of Tomball Municipal Building

22. Old Market Village

23. Tomball Community Center

24. Granny's Korner Antiques & More
25. Harris County Tax Office

26. Depot

Symbol Legend

Commercial - Industrial
Residential - Railroad

| BLER

Police / Fire Station

. Historical Informational Marker

Education - Undeveloped Property - City of Tomball
Religious ﬂ Undeveloped Property - Private
Municipal

5 MINUTE WALK (1,200')

240

6 MINUTE WALK (1,400")

|
o
e

TOMBALL TEXAS

e s i

Market Street

Figure 1.3
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TOMBALL TEXAS

LAND USE / CHARACTER

The Downtown study area is comprised of an
interesting mix of land uses within a compact,
walkable district.

The central land use is the commercial retail
corridor of Main Street. This corridor is comprised
of single and double-story attached and detached
commercial structures. The structures represent an
eclectic nature and character of varying styles and
compositions.

Municipal, County and Tomball ISD land uses and
facilities also permeate throughout the downtown,
characterized by both historic and modern single-
story structures.

Commercial retail uses extend directly behind
each side of the commercial Main Street corridor
characterized primarily by single-story boutique
retail sites converted from resdential uses. A few
small industrial uses are also located along these
corridors.

Both the northern and southern edges of the
Downtown area are bordered by single family
residentialuses. Thesesprimarily single-story cottage
and bungalow homes create a unique ambiance of a
historic, unfenced open neighborhood.

Additionally, religious land uses comprise a vital
component to the fabric and character of the
community.

Figure 1.4

Commercial
Residential
Education
Religious

Municipal

Industrial
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LAND USE / DOWNTOWN CHARACTER

el Dy,

pft Shop
-255-50‘37; :

Residential

Municipal - Civic, Historic Municipal - Civic Municipal
Figure 1.5
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TOMBALL TEXAS

ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER

Although Downtown Tomball is often perceived as
historic in nature and atmosphere, the architectural
character of the structures take on an eclectic appeal
of mixed-matched styles and materials. Both through
its varying land uses and within each land use itself,
excluding residential, there is no dominant vernacular,
material or color. Some of this is a result of development
and redevelopment along multiple time periods from its
historic roots to its not too distant post-modern past.

The result however, is a very authentic charm of a unique
atmosphere of the past and the present of a city that has
evolved over time and continues to hold on to the valued
traditions of the past. It's this charm and atmosphere
created by the unpredictable architectural nature that
make Downtown Tomball unique in contrast to the
well-planned and consistently “themed” surrounding
suburban developments.

Figure 1.6
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TOMBALL TEXAS

O1 Introduction

STREETSCAPE CHARACTER

The streetscape character is equally as eclectic
throughout the Downtown. Main Street, though
primarily characterized by a purely utilitarian nature
with little enhancement, does contain pockets of
charm in pedestrian areas that have become a part
of the retail experience. Historic lighting, street
markers and street trees on the western end help
to create a unique pedestrian environment, but
overall, the streetscape lacks any continuity and is
in disrepair.

Alleyways directly behind the Main Street are in
fairly good condition and serve as an important link
at places for pedestrian connectivity to Main Street.

Streets off of the Main Street corridor have a
relative consistency in character and quality. While
the remaining streets are in very good condition,
there are few to no sidewalks, and few to no real
enhancements to the streetscape character and
pedestrian realm.

The residential area streets are characterized by
narrow lanes, no sidewalks, and open ditch swales
with historic street markers that add to the unique
charm and nostalgia of a historic neighborhood.

Figure 1.7
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Public involvement is fundamental to understanding the unique aspects of the Downtown project
area as well to gain support for implementation through a proactively built consensus of diverse
interests.

LIVABLE CENTERS STUDY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The Livable Centers Study Advisory Committee was comprised of the Houston-Galveston Area
Council, Texas Department of Transportation, City of Tomball staff, Greater Tomball Area Chamber
of Commerce, and various private, public and institutional community leaders/stakeholders from
the Downtown and Tomball community. The purpose of the Livable Centers Study Advisory
Committee was to guide and direct the technical aspects of the study throughout the various stages
of development. The Committee helped develop the vision statement for the project, discussed
community character and values, project issues, concerns, existing conditions, goals and ideas for
economic development and visions for urban design improvements within the study area.

PUBLIC MEETINGS

Two series of public meetings were held as part of Livable Centers Downtown Plan. The first series
of meetings, the Community Visioning Workshop held on November 18, 2008, introduced the
planning process, discussed needs and objectives, and presented preliminary observations in order
to elicit public input. The second meeting, the Community Framework Workshop, held on February
12, 2009, was conducted to solicit public input on the proposed recommendation alternatives for
parking, streetscape, and the Depot Plaza.

The Community Visioning Workshop solicited participants’ input through an interactive public
discussion and a focused questionnaire. The discussion included a detailed overview of the project
and Downtown inventory, followed by an in-depth visioning discussion on what encapsulates
the Tomball “Spirit of Place.” The meeting further continued with individual issues related to
development pressures, economic development opportunities, demands, problems, and issues
to be addressed by this study as it relates to parking, streetscape opportunities, and the Depot
Plaza. This effort was instrumental in gathering input to help establish community and stakeholder
priorities to quide preliminary conceptual design.

The Community Framework Workshop solicited participants’input through small separate interactive
break-out sessions. The discussion began with a brief overview of the project and an explanation
of the project Mission Statement and goals. Three individual break out sessions were offered,
providing discussion on design alternatives for Parking, Streetscape, and the Depot Plaza. The
solicited input was critical to understanding site specific design related issues used to formulate
preferred design concepts.

Community Vision Workshop

Community Framework Workshop

September 2009



Livable Centers |Downtown Plan

02 Public Involvement

COMMUNITY VISION WORKSHOP

Establishing the Tomball Spirit of Place

Social
Character and Aftitudes

Physical

Architectural Image & Character

Community Pride

Interaction Atmosphere Building Type and Land Usage

Lifestyle Pace Pedestrian & Open Space

Character

Vehicular Traffic &
Accessibility

IT OF PLACE

Heritage and History §

Traditions

Events & Celebrations
The Arts

SOCIAL

+ Friendly, sociable residents that promote a sense of belonging
+ Tomball pride, the city with a heart

+ Slow pace, “Classic Americana” quality of life

PHYSICAL

+ Distinctive, unigue, eclectic and historic

+ Old world charm attracts residents and visitors alike

+ Railroad Depot is one of the city’'s and regional destination

CULTURAL

« Active community of year around celebrations and gatherings
+ German heritage and festival

+ Active celebration of the arts and cultural antiques

TOMBALL TEXAS

COMMUNITY FRAMEWORK WORKSHOP

Break-out sessions key puplic feedback:

PARKING

STREETSCAPE

Public shared lot north of Main Street
Oak Street favored one-way w/ north access only
Provide solutions for loading zones I
Drainage issues need to be addressed on Main
Street

i'- I."'l -- ﬁL"i

Landscaping in medians should be low
Enhanced crosswalks (not full intersection)
Replace historic lighting w/ new period style
Pavers and concrete combination for Main
Bulb-outs

Minimum sidewalk on commercial streets
Convert alleys to pedestrian way and loading
Way-finding combined with signalization
Minimize small planters on Main Street .

Overhead gateway truss at railroad spmassiecnerG= i, 4 o At Bl
No sidewalks on neighborhood streets []

DEPOT PLAZA

Frame view of Depot

Frame view of Gazebo

Curvilinear paths and character

Incorporate existing concrete foundation
Entry plaza on west side

Provide public restroom

Provide additional parking

Acquire and incorporate existing structures in
southwest corner
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Existing Streetscape
Existing Pedestrian Linkage
Streetscape Masterplan
Streetscape Prototypes
Pedestrian Linkages
Masterplan

Downtown Gateway
Wayfinding

Traffic Signals

Site Lighting
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TOMBALL TEXAS

=

CommercelStreet

A s A

Burlingto‘ﬁ' _Northern_ S

Figure 3.1

RESIDENTIAL ZONE

RESIDENTIAL RESIDENTIAL
RILIGICUS RI1IGIOUS

RESIDENTIAL ZONE
RESIDENTIAL RESIDENTIAL
i VLNICIPAL
EDUCATION EDUCAT ON

MMERCIAL STREET COMMERICAL ALLEY COMMERCIAL MAIN STREET COMMERCIAL ALLEY  NEI

NEIGHBORHOOCD STREET MNEIGHBO

i i

Figure 3.2

EXISTING STREETSCAPES

The roadways that define the edges of downtown on the
east and west are EIm Street and Pine Street respectively,
with Cherry Street running parallel through the center of
Downtown.

High density of commercial businesses and office space.
Considered to be the "“core” commercial corridor of the
Downtown area. Primarily utilitarian in nature with few
enhancements other than decorative period lighting.

Existing traffic conditions include: Two-lanes each way I
with no center median, existing traffic lights at Pine |
Street and Cherry Street, parallel parking along both '
sides of roadway. |

Located between FM 2920 / Main Street and Commerce
Street to the north and Market Street to the south.

The alleys are currently used for utilities, trash pick-
up, and pick-up/delivery of merchandise for adjacent
businesses.

Mostly commercial businesses, restaurants, and civic/
educational land uses are located in existing residential
structures, providing a friendly neighborhood feel.
Existing conditions include: two-way single lane each
way, parallel parking in some locations (either with or
without striping).

Neighborhood Streets:
Houston Street and Fannin Street

Residential streets with some municipal offices and §
churches. Existing conditions include: Two-way single
lane each way, roadway profile includes open drainage
ditches.

16
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EXISTING PEDESTRIAN LINKAGE

Sidewalks line both sides of FM 2920 / Main Street. In
general they are in poor condition with a number of areas
that need complete replacement. Existing trees line
most of the length of the walkways, providing shade and
a sense of a barrier from the traffic. The sidewalks can
seem very narrow at times due to the close proximity of
the buildings, the trees and parallel parking. Grading and
drainage may be an issue in many areas.

Crosswalks are located at both intersections with signal
poles (Pine Street and Cherry Street). Additionally, there
is @ mid-block crosswalk between Cherry Street and
Walnut Street that is unprotected and may be unsafe.

Commercial connectors are open areas between buildings
that provide a pedestrian route between the sidewalks
at Main Street and the alleys and parcels behind them.
These connectors allow quick and easy access for
customers, shop employees, and deliveries. There is
currently at least one connector per block, and on one
block, two connectors. Most of the connectors are paved
and one unintentional connector is narrow and has an air-
conditioning unit that blocks most of the passageway.

™
- (Commercial Neighborhood
LEGEND Figure 3.3 Parallel parking is either designated or possible along
On-street Parking three of the four blocks of Market Street and one block of
Commerce Street. There are no existing sidewalks along
emmmy Commercial / Main Street Sidewalk these streets forcing pedestrians to walk in the road or in

wese» Commercial / Main Street Crosswalk the grass areas adjacent to the curb.

- Municipal Plaza Sidewalk

Plaza area adjacent to the City of Tomball Municipal
Building, public parking and Main Street.

17
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STREETSCAPE MASTERPLAN
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03 Streetscape
STREETSCAPE PROTOTYPES

| | -

Figure 3.5
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COMMERCIAL MAIN STREET - FM 2920 / MAIN STREET PROTOTYPE
Figure 3.6

Existing
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03 Streetscape

COMMERCIAL MAIN STREET / FM 2920

The concept for the proposed FM 2920/Main Street streetscape is classic and
simplistic. In summary, the concept is to revamp Main Street and reflect the core
values of the City of Tomball and its citizens. Added amenities include:

- Median with landscaping and special paving;
- Wide pedestrian walkways on each side; _
- Crosswalks with specialty paving at signalized intersections; - _ / B
- Pedestrian and vehicular street lighting; : ; 1']
- Street trees and landscaping; and

- Pedestrian furnishings.

. . . : . : Paving Type 1
This proposed streetscape design will create an aesthetically pleasing environment

for the citizens of Tomball and will help to promote economic growth and
development by increasing and enhancing pedestrian connectors and creating an
attractive atmosphere.

Paving Type 1
Paving Type 2

Major Traffic ;
Siglnal Paving Type 2

Sandblast

Concrete
Pedestrian Light
LEGEND
o Trash Receptacle
Ciny Fid Brick .
e § 40" Planted Area
Hernngbone Pattern
Rotated 90 degrees = Bench
AN
& 18" Planter Wall
= Clay Fired Brick
I Desert Chalk
Paver Type 2
Clay Fired Brick
Medium lronspot #46
Double Soldier
— Paver Type 3
Cla|¥( Fired Brick &
Dark Ironspot 3]
8,!x 37 - -
Figure 3.7 0—:—20 =+ 60_80FEET
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TOMBALL TEXAS

03 Streetscape

COMMERCIAL ALLEYS

Commercial alleys are located mid-block
between FM 2920 / Main Street and parallel
streets, Commerce and Market. These alleys are
designated as “commercial” because most of the
adjacent land uses are commercial, municipal,
or educational. As public spaces, the alleys are

currently used in a variety of ways: service and s o o © o © © ©° ©
delivery, light pedestrian traffic, light vehicular
traffic, and a location for city utilities. With little STRING LIGHTS LGN
to no lighting or asphalt paving, the alleys are e . - b 1
described by current users a unclean, unkept, and Tives Strings Lights I I \
unsafe. Pole - City of Tomball standard
for pedestrian lighing. ‘ i ;
In addition to these concerns, an increase in both Pole and string lights must meet S - ‘
vehicular and pedestrian usage is anticipated in helgt'l_l)t(rgg%irementsforroadways \ |
the alleys. Future roadway improvements to FM per. _ ' \ h 1'-6" Concrete
2920 / Main Street will remove parallel parking \ EQ | Band
from the store fronts, causing delivery trucks \ | String Lights
to park their trucks in the alleys or side streets. \ u ) Pave Type 2
Proposed public parking along Market Street and \ -5 | Pole
Commerce Street will cause more pedestrians to \ .
approach Main Street from the back side of the . \ 1%’ {E Pave Type 1
stores. » 6 i \ |
o il S 5' "
Providing improvements for both vehicular and i St LG D sy !
pedestrian traffic can be accomplished in a number LEGEND ‘
of ways. An accessible route using paving materials EQ
suitable for both traffic types, while providing a
sense of safety with adequate lighting. Paver Type 1
Clay Fired Brick
Further recommendations for enhancing alleys Sg?np,%@r:% Pattern ‘
include providing enclosures for trash receptacles, Rotated 90 Degrees ‘
signageofbusinesses,rear-entry where possiblefor
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COMMERCIAL NEIGHBORHOOD STREET

The City of Tomball and business owners along the commercial neighborhood streets expressed
a desire to maintain the friendly, neighborly ambience that currently exists along the streets,
while increasing accessibility and a sense of safety. This goal was achieved by adding concrete
sidewalks along both sides of the street and lining each side of the street with street trees. The
sidewalks are placed adjacent to the back of curb, allowing passengers in parallel-parked cars to
step out onto a paved surface. The street trees increase shade and give uniformity to the streets
and help to tie into the street trees also proposed for FM 2920/Main Street.

Proposed
Tree

Sandblasted
Concrete
o Street
9-0"— Marker

VARIES
10'-0" MIN

\___ Crosswalk
White Stripe

Cherry Street

H 0 20 40 60 80
Figure 3.1 T — I FiiT @
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PEDESTRIAN LINKAGES MASTERPLAN

Encouraging pedestrian usage will help to enhance the friendly and small town atmosphere
that defines the City of Tomball. The ability for pedestrians to move safely in and throughout
Downtown Tomball is an important component of business growth and the vitality of the city. The
main commercial area is only eight square blocks, and can easily be walked within a short time
period of five to six minutes from end-to-end. As a result, providing clear, safe, attractive, and
accessible linkages will further encourage pedestrian usage and foster quality of life and economic
development in the Downtown area.

Sidewalks are provided along all commercial streets, including FM 2920 / Main Street, Commerce
Street, Market Street, and Cherry Street. Pedestrian connectors between businesses along Main
Street provide quick access to the alleys and public parking. Enhancing the alleys with specialty
paving and lighting allow for pedestrian linkages between blocks. Crosswalks are provided along
Main Street at signalized intersections, with refuge stops at the median. Crosswalks also are
provided at commercial streets and Cherry Street.

Additionally, providing pedestrian links between and through the downtown and public open spaces
promotes usage by citizens and visitors. A sidewalk along Cherry Street will serve as the primary
link back into the residential neighborhoods. Sidewalks along Market Street connect the City of
Tomball Municipal Building, the Tomball Community Center, and the Depot Open Space Plaza. A
sidewalk adjacent to Elm Street along the railroad corridor connects the Wayne Stowell Sports
Complex, just north of Downtown, to all commercial streets and the Depot.

*See page 30 of FM 2920 Access Management Study for bicycle route improvements.
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DOWNTOWN GATEWAY

An important aspect in promoting a “sense of place” is to create a “sense of arrival”
at an entrance. Having a gateway entry announces that the driver or pedestrian has
arrived in Downtown Tomball. The FM 2920/Main Street and EIm Street intersection
provides ample right-of-way room adjacent to the railroad and near the Depot. Special
treatments could include an arched truss with the town name, entry monuments,
decorative "train track” fencing, lighting, flag poles, and landscape treatments.

Figure 3.13
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WAYFINDING

The proposed way-finding signage is a conceptual look that corresponds to both the City of
Tomball's preferred streetscape furnishings and the lighting standards. The signage includes:

The kiosk provides key location information for Tomball as well as information on upcoming
events and is located in key places throughout Downtown with the most visibility provided to foot
traffic. One location in Downtown that is most visible is the intersection of FM 2920/Main Street
and Cherry Street. The sidewalks on Cherry Street will encourage pedestrian traffic on both the
north and south sides. The same intersection also has a signal light and crosswalk, drawing more
pedestrians to the safety of the intersection. A second location that will receive a large amount
of pedestrian traffic is at the northwest corner of the Depot.

Pine Street

Containing information of key locations and public parking around Downtown Tomball, this
signage is positioned at intersections to help control traffic flow.

-
O il |

To be placed at all intersections within Downtown. Also included along FM 2920 / Main Street is
o the existing city pole street sign.

B
EE
)

m ||~ : == | | pr— ¢ : H L_ Located at intersections FM 2920 / Main Street and Pine Street, Cherry Street with attached
Figure 3.14 vehicular signage.
LEGEND
% wos  Street Marker
M  Traffic Signal Directional Signage An existing street naming sign that adds to the small-town, “Americana” style of the city. Located
at two corners of each intersection of FM 2920 / Main Street, Commerce Street and Market
. Vehicular Directional Signage Street.

&  Public Parking Signage

28

September 2009



Livable Centers |Downtown Plan
03 Streetscape TOMBALL TEXAS

25'
20
Street Marker
Ce® =y 1 ==
15'
Mnseum—>
Depot
4— City Park
10°
Main St. TDowntown
Museum .._}.
5
Depot —)
4— City Park
Esamas T pewntown
Kiosk Vehicular Directional Signage Street Name Signage Vehicular Directional Signage Major Traffic Signal with Signage

ELEVATION
Figure 3.15

29



30

Livable Centers |[Downtown Plan

TOMBALL TEXAS

Major Traffic Signal

ELEVATION

& Main Street

Minor Traffic Signal

Figure 3.13
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TRAFFIC SIGNALS

The traffic signals are located at two intersections
in Downtown Tomball: FM 2920 / Main Street with
Pine Street and with Cherry Street. The traffic
signals are to be black decorative pole assemblies
in the same family as way-finding signage and site

lighting.
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SITE LIGHTING

Continuing the decorative family of fixtures as used in way-finding, signage and traffic signals,
the lighting consists of signature double pendant light and the current new downtown pedestrian
lighting.

The Signature light is located in the median along FM 2920 / Main Street at 100’ intervals.
Pedestrian lighting is located along both sides of FM 2920 / Main Street at 100" intervals and is

to match City of Tomball's existing double-lamp pedestrian light fixture.
(existing period-style pedestrian lights to be removed)

SITE FURNISHINGS

The City of Tomball has a standard bench currently used throughout the downtown area. The
conceptual design includes additional benches to match city standards and a selected trash
receptacle of the same manufacturer.

Bench: Webcoat # B6WBVILLAEXP, Trash Receptacle: Webcoat
6' contour benches, Black TR Crown, Black

30’

25’

20'

15'

10'

5!

Pedestrian Lighting

TOMBALL TEXAS

Signature light

ELEVATION

Figure 317
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INTRODUCTION

Traditionally, ample parking has not been a significant issue for Downtown Tomball. However,
H-GAC's 2920 Access Management Study called for the removal of parallel parking along Main
Street in order to allow for the addition of a median with left turn channelization for the Downtown
area. The need to remove the existing parallel parking along Main Street (FM 2920) to improve
the traffic safety and mobility has created a need to replace and supplement the lost on-street
parking with a comprehensive parking strategy for the Downtown area as a whole. This chapter
will look at how to address this loss of parking as well as other parking issues complementary to
redevelopment in the Downtown area.

Figure 4.1
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TxDOT IMPROVEMENTS

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) has planned a number of improvements for
the FM 2920 corridor to improve traffic safety and circulation. One of those improvements is the
removal of the parallel parking along Main Street in the area of Downtown Tomball. The parallel
parking will be replaced with 4 lanes of traffic, improved wider sidewalks, and a raised median
with left turn channelization at several intersections.

These changes will help to create a safer and more efficient traffic atmosphere on this section of
FM 2920. While these changes may seem to be inconvenient in the short term, in the long run
it will improve traffic safety, access, and circulation in the Downtown area. Of great importance
to the pedestrian experience along Main Street is the planned addition of a wider pedestrian
space in front of the businesses along Main Street. This added space coupled with the proposed
streetscape improvements will help to create a more pedestrian friendly Downtown atmosphere,
which in turn will generate public interest and economic development in Downtown Tomball.

.ﬂ: La _--J_. -

median and turn lane channelization example

> v ’ ‘ v N — v '

‘ FM 2920 / Main St.
N = -

Figure 4.2 (proposed FM 2920 improvements)
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

A detailed count of existing public and private parking spaces was taken
to understand the parking needs within Downtown Tomball. There are
approximately 818 public and private parking spaces wi